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SUBJECT:  VIETNAM:  MARCH  10  AVIAN  INFLUENZA  REPORT 

REF:  HANOI  505  AND  PREVIOUS 

J.1 . Summary.  There  have  been  no  reported  human  Avian  Influenza 
(AI)  deaths  since  late  October  2005  and  no  human  cases  over 
the  past  105  days.  The  Government  of  Vietnam  (GVN) 
continues  to  issue  statements  that  indicate  no  new  AI 
outbreaks  in  poultry  since  December  17,  2005.  A local 
newspaper  reported  recently  that  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  (HCMC) 
Steering  Committee  on  AI  Prevention  will  urge  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Rural  Development  (MARD)  to  continue  its 
ban  on  raising  poultry  within  city  limits  until  March  2007. 

The  article  also  stated  that  the  city's  H5N1  vaccination  of 
birds  has  not  been  "effective"  and  72  of  the  96  inoculated 
flocks  brought  into  HCMC  for  slaughter  since  November  last 
year  had  "failed  to  produce  enough  antibodies  to  fight  the 
disease."  These  comments  appear  to  support  a previous 
assessment  by  an  Embassy  Science  Fellow  attached  to  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Rural  Development's  (MARD)  Department  of 
Animal  Health  that  the  first  nationwide  poultry  vaccination 
campaign  had  significant  problems.  End  Summary. 

^2.  As  of  March  109,  2006: 

--  No  human  AI  deaths  since  October  29,  2005 
--  No  new  human  AI  cases  since  November  9,  2005 
--  No  AI  outbreaks  in  poultry  since  the  last  reported 
incident  on  December.  17,  2005,  in  Cao  Bang  Province 


^3.  According  to  a Thien  Nien  News  report,  the  HCMC  Steering 
Committee  on  AI  Prevention  will  ask  MARD  to  continue  the  ban  on 
raising  poultry  raising  within  city  limits  until  March  2007. 

An  expert  from  the  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  Department  of  Animal  Health  was 
quoted  as  saying  that  only  six  poultry  farms  in  the  city  met 
safety  requirements.  Post  assumes  these  six  farms  are  not  in 
production  given  the  current  ban  on  raising  poultry  in  urban 
areas . 

^4.  The  preceding  news  report  also  stated  that  the  H5N1 
vaccination  of  birds  has  not  been  "effective"  and  72  of  the 
96  inoculated  flocks  brought  into  the  city  for  slaughter 
since  November  last  year,  had  "failed  to  produce  enough 
antibodies  to  fight  the  disease."  As  reported  in  previous 
Vietnam  AI  weekly  reports,  an  Embassy  Science  Fellow  who 
was  assigned  to  MARD ' s Department  of  Animal  Health  reported 
that  the  first  nationwide  poultry  vaccination  campaign  had 
significant  problems,  including  failure  to  produce  high 
enough  antibody  titers  in  tested  birds.  This  article 
appears  to  corroborate  our  belief  that  the  first  vaccination 
campaign  was  perhaps  not  as  effective  as  previously  reported 
by  state-owned  media. 

^5.  During  2005,  Post  received  a sizeable  shipment  of 
Personal  Protective  Equipment  (PPEs)  from  the  USAID 
Office  of  Foreign  Disaster  Assistance  (OFDA)  to  support 
anticipated  AI  outbreaks  in  Vietnam.  With  additional 
OFDA-funded  PPE  expected  in  FY06,  Post  is  working  with  the 
staff  of  MARD ' s Animal  Health  Department  and  the  Ministry 
of  Health ' s National  Institute  of  Hygiene  and  Epidemiology 
to  finalize  the  transfer  of  this  equipment  to  the  GVN 
in  support  of  its  poultry  vaccination,  AI  surveillance,  and 
outbreak  response  team  activities. 
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